New York, 29 July 1809
Dear Judge (Cooper),
I have just received your letter with out date on the subject of the road subscription and
am sorry to find not withstanding your former ”Experience & knowledge in land matters”
that both your memory & judgement are in this instance very defective. As to the road
going to far south you ought to recollect that this point was fully discussed between us,
and that you finally agreed with me that in order to secure the cooperation of the
proprietors in Macomb’s purchase, we must give up the idea of passing through the ten
towns and pursue the route now proposed which pass within 5 or 6 miles of De Kalb and
by a cross road through the heart of that town afford a communication with Ogdensburgh
& the river on the one hand and the whole interior of the county on the other. By a
similar cross road through Potsdam or Canton we expect to go to Madrid, and though ten
miles further distant from the proposed Turnpike than you, are satisfied to be brought
thus near it. Believing in the old proverb that half a loaf is better than no bread and that it
is much better to have a good road passing within 20 miles of our land, than to have no
road at all, or impassible road for 80 miles.
But if this road be less advantageous to us than on through our own lands,
recollect that it is not made at our expense, but at the exclusive cost of the proprietors in
Macomb’s purchase. We being only obligated to loan to the extent of 2 1/2 cents P acre
if called on. But ( as I anticipated) 4/5 have subscribed in money, so that very little
money can be wanted by way of loan. It is nevertheless necessary that we should all
subscribe in order to make up the quantity required by the articles of association to render
them obligatory.
I have constantly represented De Kalb as ready to join in the measure, and you
cannot be off with credit to yourself or me. This is a child of your own begetting and you
must not desert it! I shall therefore expect ( as I have a right to do) that you instruct the
concern here to come forward for 60 or 50000 acres (the amount of land in De Kalb), as
we in behalf of Madrid have done for 60000. Harrison, Patroon, Parish, LeRay, Potsdam,
McCormick etc etc. have come forward manfully to carry into effect a plan originating
with you & it will never do for you to discourage it.
I am yours in haste,
T L Ogden

